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The month of April marks 
a new beginning for our 

IRCCs this year, as they start on 
their two-year term.  I wish to 
thank all who have served in the 
previous term, and commend 
them on their good work in the 
last two years.   

 
In January, at the IRCC Family 
Day held at Jurong Bird Park, 

we took the opportunity to recognise the contributions 
of the IRCC members, as well as their families for 
their hard work and strong support.  It was also a 
memorable occasion, as we saw the launch of the first 
edition of this newsletter and a new IRCC song entitled 
“Different Races. Many Beliefs. One Nation”.  The 
catchy song, composed by our local musicians, Jack and 
Rai, can be downloaded from www.ircc.sg.  
I encourage you to share it too with your neighbours 
and friends, and play it at your events.  

The IRCCs, which are under MCCY’s purview, are an 
integral part of our strategy to build an engaged 
community. Their outreach activities bring people of 
all races and ages together, in particular, to help the 
less fortunate and underprivileged in our society.  It is 
a meaningful way towards enhancing social cohesion 
and building up resilience. The “IRCC Cares” is an 
initiative where our partners work together to give 
back to the community. Boon Lay IRCC has kickstarted 
the “IRCC Cares” programme for 2013 - with a recycling 
drive named “Code Green” which started on 3 March.  
Proceeds will be channelled to the Boon Lay ComCare 
fund, which provides financial assistance for needy 
individuals in their constituency.  

As part of our ongoing efforts to raise the level of 
interaction among the racial and religious communities 
in Singapore, MCCY launched the Harmony Fund 
recently. This is a $5 million grant over three years 

to support initiatives that promote racial and religious 
harmony. It is important that such efforts take place from 
ground up, and I encourage the IRCCs to tap on this fund 
to forge partnerships with other like-minded individuals 
and groups in the community on such projects. 

This edition of the IRCC Newsletter is also special 
because it is the first under the IRCC Newsletter 
Editorial Committee. This Committee which comprises 
IRCC representatives from the five regional clusters 
in Singapore and IRCC youth ambassadors, was 
set up after our inaugural issue to encourage our 
stakeholders to play a more active role in shaping the 
IRCC Newsletter. I hope that more will step forward to 
share on events and activities which the IRCCs actively 
organise, through our Newsletter.

With so many programmes and activities planned 
in the upcoming months, we look forward to 
an exciting new IRCC Term ahead and working 
ever more closely with our IRCC stakeholders and 
community partners, towards building an inclusive 
and cohesive society for all.

Sam Tan
Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Culture, 
Community and Youth

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without prior written consent of the IRCC Newsletter Editorial 
Committee. Every effort has been made to ensure that the contents of this publication are correct and up-to-date at the time of 
printing.  Some details are liable to change. All information is accurate at time of printing.
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EDITORIAL
COMMITTEE

The IRCCs, which are under MCCY’s 
purview, are an integral part of our 
strategy to build an engaged community. 
Their outreach activities bring people 
of all races and ages together, in 
particular, to help the less fortunate and 
underprivileged in our society. It is a 
meaningful way towards enhancing social 
cohesion and building up resilience.

“
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IRCC Family 
Day 2013
Despite the rain, some 1,600 IRCC 

members and their family members 
took part in the IRCC Family Day, held 
on 19 January 2013 at the Jurong Bird 
Park. This was the second IRCC Family Day 
organised in appreciation of IRCC members 
and their families for their contributions 
and support towards promoting racial and 
religious harmony in Singapore. The IRCC 
Family Day 2013 was especially significant 
as it was the first major IRCC event under 
the purview of MCCY. Various family-
themed activities and competitions such 
as “The IRCC Family Amazing Race” and  
“Best Dressed IRCC Family” were also 
conducted specially for the IRCC members 
and their family members, to encourage 
family bonding.  Participants were also 
treated to exciting acrobatics and yo-yo 
stage performances, as well as delicious 
snacks and interactive games from the 
carnival stalls.  

The key highlight of the IRCC Family Day 
2013 was the launch of the IRCC Newsletter 
and the IRCC Song, by Mr Lawrence Wong, 
Acting Minister for Culture, Community 
and Youth. The composers of the IRCC 
Song, Jack and Rai, made a special 
appearance and performed the song to an 
enthusiastic audience. The IRCC members 
and their families had an enjoyable time, 
and the event also provided a good 
opportunity for IRCC members from various 
regions in Singapore to network and bond.

Chairperson Ms Leo Kwang Lin, Woodlands IRCC

Members Mr Bernard Chiang, PBM, Braddell Heights IRCC
  Mr Chia Keng Hian, BBM, PBM, PB, PBS, OStJ, Kampong Glam IRCC
  Mr Abdul Rashid Bin Ibrahim, Tampines Changkat IRCC
  Mr Albert Lee, Telok Blangah IRCC
  Mr Anuraj Balasingham, IRCC Youth Ambassador
  Ms Cordelia Melanie, IRCC Youth Ambassador



Quarterly Calendar of
Courses for IRCC members

SOCIAL MEDIA SKILLS
This workshop aims to create awareness of new media platforms and to train IRCC members on use of social 
media for community bonding by providing participants an effective platform with hands-on activities to 
connect and engage the community via Social Media. The workshop will also equip members with knowledge 
of various social media platforms and the practical skills to harness these platforms to network and engage their 
fellow members, as well as the community.

Date:   Saturday, 27 April 2013
Time:   1.30pm – 5.30pm
Venue:   SAFRA Toa Payoh, Function Room, Level 3, 293 Toa Payoh Lorong 6, Singapore 310190

APRIL

27th
MAY

4th

18th

JUNE

15th

22th
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MEDIATION SKILLS
This workshop on mediation skills aims to equip community leaders with direct conflict resolutions and facilitation skills in mediating inter-ethnic and inter-religious conflicts. It will assist community leaders in developing a new set of practical skills to resolve conflicts effectively so as to manage differences between residents. This can help reduce disharmony, tension, misunderstandings and stress in the community and neighbourhoods.

Date:  Saturday, 4 May 2013
Time:  9.30am – 5.30pm
Venue:  OnePeople.sg (OPSG), 381 Toa Payoh Lorong 1 Singapore 319758

INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIONS – BUDDHISMThis workshop provides basic information on Buddhism. The visit will cover topics like the origin, scriptures, symbols, moral and ethical teachings, the do’s and don’t’s, festivals, rites and rituals. Participants will learn more about Vesak Day, its origin and significance.

Date:  Saturday, 18 May 2013
Time:  2.30pm – 4.30pm
Venue:  TBA

CROSS-CULTURAL COMMUNICATIONS
The workshop aims to equip participants with a deeper knowledge and understanding of major ethnic cultures, 

so as to instil the value of appreciation and sensitivity towards cultures, traditions and practices in the 

participants’ daily interactions in a multi-ethnic environment. 

Date:   Saturday, 15 June 2013

Time:   1.30pm – 4.30pm

Venue:   OnePeople.sg (OPSG), 381 Toa Payoh Lorong 1 Singapore 319758

GROUND SENSING WORKSHOP
To heighten awareness of racial and religious sensitivities and equip IRCC leaders with skills of ground sensing 

and techniques of resolving conflicts of racial/religious nature within the constituency.

Date:   Saturday, 22 June 2013

Time:   1.30pm – 5.30pm

Venue:   Singapore Management University, School of Economics & Social Sciences, 

  Classroom 5.2, Level 5, 90 Stamford Road, Singapore 178903

NEW

REVISED



Pongal
Woodlands-Style
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Contributed by Woodlands IRCC

I’m not sure who said it but I can’t agree more – 
being Singaporean is special because it’s wonderful 

to be surrounded by many races and religions. 
Personally, the many festivals celebrated are linked to 
friends I’m fond of. For instance, Pongal is associated 
with my good friend and fellow Woodlands volunteer 
Jamu - a woman so charming she can probably 
bring birds down from the tree if she so intends. For 
readers who are reading about the widely celebrated 
festival, Pongal is about celebrating a bountiful 
harvest, giving thanks to the Sun and dressing up 
the hardworking cow to show appreciation for its 
contribution to the harvest. As with many festivals 
here, Pongal includes yummy food, prayers and 
games. Below are photographs showing the special 
process of cooking a sweet, milky concoction that I 
ate a lot of every Pongal, the priest who conducted 
the prayer session with familiar sounding phrases 
but quite unintelligible due to my half-hearted wish 
to ask Jamu and piñata, which is essentially about 
hitting a pot of goodies blindfolded with a long pole.

Finding pictures to use to show how wonderful it is to 
be part of Pongal proved tough.  One needs words.  
It’s a warm feeling when I watch the pot boil over and 
shout “pongalo pongal” like I’ve celebrated Pongal 
since my last reincarnation in India when my ancestors 
were actually next door in China.  I liked it too when 
I stood next to Jamu on stage as her co-emcee (more 
her foil because she carried her sari with such dignity 
while I left my specially tailored sari at home for fear 
of wardrobe malfunction in front of an audience) 
and recited Tamil phrases which I promptly forgot by 
the end of the celebration. I particularly enjoyed the 
applause when the audience politely acknowledged 
my attempt to sound Tamil. Where else can one find 
such joy except in Singapore?

Chinese New Year is celebrated worldwide to mark 
the first day of the New Year in the Chinese lunar 

calendar. It is also known as the Spring Festival or 
the Lunar New Year. Chinese New Year also brings 
people together, and is marked by visitation to and 
gathering of relatives and friends. The highlight for 
children and younger members of the family during 
the festivals is the “Ang Pow”. Ang Pow (or Hong 
Bao) are red packets that contain money handed 
out as gifts which symbolizes good luck which was 
originally meant to ward off evil spirits.

Kampong Glam continues its traditional annual 
Lunar New Year Hong Bao distribution to 350 needy 
residents of all races and faiths in Kampong Glam. 
The Lunar New Year Hong Bao Presentation was 
strongly supported by the Board of Trustees of Kwan 
Im Thong Hood Cho Temple, a member of Kampong 
Glam IRCC. The event was held outside the temple 
premises at Waterloo Street on 24th January 2013 
from 5.30 pm to 8 pm. Ms Denise Phua, MP for 
Moulmein-Kallang GRC and Adviser to Kampong 
Glam Grassroots and IRCC, was the Guest-of-Honour. 

Kampong Glam IRCC had supported Kwan Im Thong 
Hood Cho Temple in the event coordination and 
programme planning. Besides a vegetarian dinner, 
interesting and exciting performances were also 
contributed by various religious organisations from 
Kampong Glam IRCC. The Chairman of the Organising 
Committee was Rev Gabriel Liew from Kampong 
Kapor Methodist Church, also a member of the IRCC. 
 
The event was an excellent testimony to showcase 
how the IRCC and various religious communities in 
Kampong Glam came together and collaborated 
on a goodwill project to benefit the needy in the 
community. 

Kwan Im Thong Hood 
Cho Temple Hong 
Bao Presentation to 
Kampong Glam Needy 
Residents Contributed by

Kampong Glam IRCC
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Code Green@Boon Lay Contributed by Boon Lay IRCC

According to recent statistics released by NEA, 
Singaporeans generated 6,898,300 tonnes of waste 

in 2011, of which 131,000 tonnes were textile. The 
recycling rate for textile is also the 4th lowest, after 
ceramics, plastics and food waste. Although the overall 
recycling rate in Singapore for 2011 is 59% (58% in 
2010), and has been increasing steadily over the years, 
more efforts are needed to get Singaporeans to reduce 
the amount of textile disposed!

Motivated by their love for the environment and 
desire to give back to the community, 20 youth 
volunteers from the Youth Club @ Boon Lay, Jurong 
Church of Christ, Church of St Francis of Assisi and 
Tuas Pek Kong Keng, kickstarted a month-long 
recycling drive on Saturday, 3 March 2013 in Boon 
Lay!  Jointly organised by the Boon Lay IRCC, the 
project, named “Code Green”, aims to raise funds for 
the needy under the Boon Lay ComCare scheme.  

“This is my first time taking part in a recycling drive and 
I am heartened by the community spirit and support that 
the residents have shown! It is amazing to see people 
of different races and religions chipping in wherever 
they can to help those in need! I am indeed humbled to 
be part of this project that allows me to assist the less 
fortunate and promote a more environmentally-friendly 
lifestyle at the same time!” said Melvin Chin, one of the 
student volunteers. 
 
The recycling drive got off to a good start, with residents 
streaming in endlessly to the 3 collection booths for 
used clothing and paper items at the void-decks of Blk 
207, 204 and 262. Buoyed up by the good response, 
the youths also conducted door-to-door publicity and 
collection enthusiastically despite the heat. The recycling 
drive will end with a flea market where donated 
clothing will be redistributed to those in need.

Initiated by Braddell Heights IRCC, “Alleys of 
Harmony” bowling competition aimed to provide a 

platform for people of all walks of life and age groups 
to bond, interact and forge friendships through 
bowling. This inaugural tournament brought together 
multi-racial and multi-religious teams to compete 
with one another in a fun and enjoyable bowling 

Alleys of Harmony Contributed by Braddell Heights IRCC

tournament whilst building rapport and camaraderie 
amongst the participants. 20 teams which included 
teams from Harmony Centre, An-Nahdhah Mosque, 
Bartley Christian Church, Al-Istiqamah Mosque, 
Kacanarama Buddhist Temple and Singapore Women’s 
Association took part in the competition. Mr Seah Kian 
Peng, Deputy Speaker of Parliament and Adviser to 
Braddell Heights IRCC and Marine Parade GRC GROs, 
graced the event as the Guest-of-Honour and also 
participated in the tournament.

“Even though the tournament was competitive, it was 
heartening to see the different teams cheering and 
supporting one another. Sports is a good platform to 
unite people regardless of their race or religion”- Mr 
Bernard Chiang, PBM, Chairman Braddell Heights IRCC.
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Take a look around
Different races different crowds
In harmony
 
The world will never wait
For us to cooperate
A vision we see
 
Race and religious harmony
It starts from you and me
Right now
 
Chorus 
We’re gonna make it together 
Respect for one another 
Many values we hold so strong 
Whatever comes our way 
You know we’re here to stay 
As we walk into the new dawn 

Care for one another
We’re all sisters and brothers
a way we could live
 
Knowing from where you come
Maybe different but we’re one
Love that we give and receive
  
Race and religious harmony
It starts from you and me 
Right now

Repeat chorus
 

“Different Races . Many Beliefs .
One Nation”

Written & composed by Jack and Rai

Inter-faith Forum “Family Values 
from a Religious Perspective”
Contributed by Tampines West IRCC 

Tampines West IRCC Inter-Faith 
Forum 2013 - “Family Values 

from a Religious Perspective” was 
successfully organised on Saturday, 
2 March 2013 at Tampines West 
Community Club.  This annual 
flagship event of Tampines West 
IRCC was well attended by over 150 
participants from various religious 
and community organisations such 
as Singapore Soka Association, 
Darul Ghufran Mosque, Jamiyah 
Home for the Aged and Presbyterian 
Community Services.  Youths from 
educational institutions such as 
East View Secondary School, Ngee 
Ann Secondary School, Temasek 
Polytechnic and the National 
University of Singapore also 
participated in the forum.

The main objective of the forum is to 
promote inter-faith understanding.   
In addition, the forum hopes to act 
as a platform for parents and youths 
to identify and dispel possible 
misconceptions on family values 
which might arise due to generation 
gaps. The religious leaders gave 
their insights on creating positive 
family values based on religious 

perspectives. In the long run, 
having positive family values 
will help to further enhance 
racial and religious harmony 
which Singapore has enjoyed 
over the years.

The organising committee tried 
out a new forum format this year 
including 9 panellists from three 
religions - Buddhism, Christianity and 
Islam. The panellists were further 
divided into three groups - parents, 
religious leaders and youths, each 
representing different viewpoints, 
instead of the usual speaker 
presentation format. Participants’ 
feedback was positive. 

The Guest-of-Honour for the forum, 
Mr Masagos Zulkifli, Senior Minister 
of State for Home and Foreign Affairs, 
commented that the forum was well-
organised and engaging. Mr Masagos 
also took part in the interactive 
Question & Answer segment where he 
explained some government polices 
and gave his viewpoints on inter-racial 
marriages. He also posted the event on 
his Facebook later for sharing. Ms Lau, 
a teacher from Ngee Ann Secondary 
School mentioned that the forum was 
an eye-opener to her and the students.  

i.  Visit the IRCC website at 
 www.ircc.sg (look under the  
 “Articles & News” tab) 

ii. Download the QR code reader 
 application on your    
 smartphone and scan this QR  
 code

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

To download 
the IRCC Song, 
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Contact Us
IRCC Newsletter Editorial Committee
c/o Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth 
Community Relations and Engagement Division
140 Hill Street #02-00 Singapore 179369

Email: newsletter@ircc.sg

.

Chats (1) IRCC Newsletter Editor

Like to share your views / feedback 

with us? Write in to the IRCC 

Newsletter Editorial Committee!

IRCC QUIZ #2
Q1 Where was the IRCC Family Day 2013 held?

 ________________________________________

Q2 The title of the IRCC song is

 ________________________________________  
 and it was composed by 

 ________________________________________. 

Answer both questions and submit your answers 
together with your particulars: full name, 
identification card number, address and contact 
number via post or email to our correspondence 
details located at the bottom of this page.

All entries (limited to 1 entry per person) must 
be submitted before 21 June 2013. Incomplete 
and/or incorrect entries will be disqualified.  

Hurry! 5 sets of shopping vouchers worth $10 
each to be won!  

Congratulations to the following 
lucky winners of IRCC QUIZ #1

1. Jessie Wang You Peng  SXXXX114A
2. Victor Foo Say Kwee  SXXXX586Z
3. Sim Zhi Ying Angeling  SXXXX415G
4. Shamsul Bin Suhaimi  SXXXX879C
5. Ng Tze Shien  SXXXX396A
6. Jalaludin s/o Peer Mohamed  SXXXX987A

Winners will be notified via post

ANSWERS TO IRCC QUIZ #1

Thank you for participating in our very first IRCC 
Quiz!  Here are the answers.

Q1     The Inter-Racial and Religious Confidence  
 Circles (IRCC) are local-level inter-faith   
 platforms in every constituency, formed to  
 promote racial and religious harmony.

Q2     Why do the Chinese display paper cuttings at 
 home on occasions such as Chinese New  
 Year? To bring in good luck/ fortune /  
 prosperity.

Q3    Which date will Good Friday fall on in year  
 2013? 29 March

I like the cultural diversity here and would 
like to learn more about the different 
traditions and how everybody is able to 
live in harmony despite having different 
religions.  Would you be able to give me 
some suggestions on how I should start, 
please?  Thank you.

Michael

Hi, I just migrated from Germany and the 
culture in Singapore is very intriguing to me.  
Within the short span of time here I have 
discovered that Singapore has four national 
languages - English, Malay, Tamil, Chinese & 
four different races - Chinese, Indian, Malay & 
Eurasian. 

Hi Michael,
Nice hearing from you and welcome to sunny 
Singapore!       I’m glad you are enjoying yourself 
and that you want to find out more about the 
different races and religions here. I’d like to 
suggest you start by visiting places of worship in 
your constituency and participate in their festive 
celebrations – I’m sure they will be delighted to 
have you & your family join them!

Another suggestion is to look out for events 
organised by the Inter-Racial & Religious 
Confidence Circle (IRCC) in your constituency.  
There are some that are free & open to public, 
and you may bring family members along too.  
You may also wish to visit the IRCC website at 
www.ircc.sg, for more information.  Feel free 
to email me at newsletter@ircc.sg if there’s 
anything else that you want to know.  Hope you 
have lots of fun and let me know how you’re 
doing when you have time. 

May

Watsup
IRCCs?


